CLASSIFIED TOP SEERET— 








Fea aaa DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY SRGRET : 
ME SSAGE. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 
re _ FARAPHRASE NOT: REQUIRED - rey 
OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE BY pRANC 4 

ass gIFIED Ti aE 
FROM:, CINCFE TOKYO JAPAN ScD RIDGWAWED 5 ecLAse” n- aan 
TO: |. DEPPAR FOR JCS WASH DC sea pe : 


NR: = G. 62088. : 9907352 MAY 51 











ee C Respectfully invite’ satin to 3 major points. in. | 
your 90000. First, - paragraph: 5 assigns @ mission completely 





with. forces peenently available ‘in spite ‘of qualifying. | 
restriction. contained... in..your-paresreph 7. Second, the ae 
two considerations stated in your para raph 5 are. antithetich] 
and. together with prescriptions: in your ‘paragraph “1 — 
constitute. a serious. abridgment of the authority and freedom| 
of: action I believe you intend me. to have in order. to. on 
harge: assigned responsibilties. 
















In. explanation of the ‘foregoing I Seite a better 
stavemeat of CINCFEs primary missions are those contained. 
ee A of first reference above. In the event. 

oviet hostilities the defense of Japan. would be 

eysbcnicaiy aieticnlt tf the forces now in Korea were 
destroyed, neutralized’ or. immobilizted. Therefore, I - 

believe it-shouvld.be left to my discretion under the broad 
mission of defending. FECOM to withdraw all or part of our 
forces from: Korea at such tine and under such circumstances 

. ag in. my. judgment the situation created by Soviet 
hostilities ‘dictates. If this be accepted it then follows 
that. authority. to. initiate: ‘withdrawal from Korea should. not 
be. contingent. upon securing. prior approval of JCS but. 
Should. be delegated. to me now in. order to be euvomentoelty 
available when: needed. a 





Furthermore, and. this may be vital to: the safety 
of EUSAK, there must: be no aay 2 of disclosure to 
ROK of decision to evacuate. its territory until -EUSAK 
is safely south and. east of. Sobaek mountain range. 
Otherwise there will be seed of large. scale ROK | 
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defection, which, if it soounbea with our forces on far 
side of this formidable terrain obstacle, might. gravely 
imperil. all or. substantial ment: of EUSAK «. 


If decision is left. to my. discretion. ‘ielleve I can 
guarantee announcement at. proper time, and thus also 
permit our government concurrently to announce its 
intention to evacuate. ROK civil. government and military 
establishment, together with certain specified categories 
of other: civilian personnel, along with EUSAK. If © 
authority. 1s retained. in. Washington, I believe difficulty 
of avoiding premature. disclosure, with consequent risk. 
of disaster, | will be very: great if not insurmountable. - 


Third,’ your, W8T 230. gives me authority to attack 
enemy air pases in Manchuria and Shantung peninsula 
but: does not. include authority to make ‘reconnaissance 
of these. areas as provided. in WST 218. 


My» other points’ are secondary in comparison and. 


‘can. awalt een BeSnentation. by my Liaison officer. 


ae fu - ae 70885 (itm i, 


_ NOTE:  . TSW 255, WST eG he. WST 230 not processed 


‘through. presi Comin « 
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